“Challenges of Drinking Water Security in Selected Coastal Areas with Special Emphasis
on Polders and Participation of Youth and Women”
Bangladesh Water Partnership in association with, its partner organization, CEGIS organized
two workshops on “Challenges of Drinking Water Security in Selected Coastal Areas with
Special Emphasis on Polders and Participation of Youth and Women” The workshops were held
respectively on 13 and 15 October in Khulna and Barishal division to the south region of
Bangladesh. Both workshops were fruitful and successful.
The workshops mainly focused on the Challenges of Drinking Water Security in Selected
Coastal Areas where Special Emphasis was on Polders inhabitants. More than 140 participants
were present in the workshops where a sizable number of participants were youths and women.
The main objective of the workshops was to identify challenges as well as recommendations to
increase access to safe drinking water in the selected Coastal Polder* areas.
The workshops were attended by Upazila Nirbahi Officer, Upazila Chairman, Upazila Vice
Chairman, Upazila Members, local Govt. officials, NGOs, Schools and community stakeholders.
Both workshops were chaired by Engr. Md. Waji Ullah, Executive Director of CEGIS. The Chief
Guest of the workshop on 13 October 2015 was Upozela Chairman, Batiaghat, Khulna and the
Chief Guest of the workshop on 15 October 2015 was Upazila Nirbahi Officer, Amtoli, Barguna.
On behalf of BWP Ms. Mukta Akter, Executive Secretary and Ms. Naima Nazir, Research Asst.
were present in the events. Ms. Mukta Akter was the guest of honor and delivered welcome
speech in both the workshops.
The workshops were followed by technical sessions and open discussions. Both sessions were
conducted by Dr. Dilruba Ahmed, Director, Socio-economic and Institutional Division, CEGIS.
Two study reports were presented in the technical session of workshops. The reports were
prepared based on the collected information on the challenges of drinking water security from
the field survey of selected 10 coastal polders in the south region of Bangladesh. The technical
session mainly focused on challenges and recommendations on drinking water security in the
selected study areas. On behalf of BWP Ms. Mukta Akter made a presentation on
“BWP:Towards a Sustainable and Dedicated Water Goal”.
The participants took part in the open discussion both in the workshops. They shared their
problems on water which has been contaminated by salinity intrusion and high iron in drinking
water and household works as well. They also provided valuable opinions as well as constructive
suggestions on drinking water security. Finally a number of recommendations came from the
open discussions which are expected to assist the concern authorities and policy makers to
develop sustainable strategies and interventions for the vulnerable communities to access safe
drinking water. One of the robust recommendations from the workshops was rainwater
harvesting through ponds and reservoirs. They also demanded for community based more
awareness raising programs on safe drinking water security and the way to maintain its quality.

The workshops also explored the current situation and challenges of safe drinking water as well
as the problems that have been created due to the scarcity of potable water at the selected polder
areas.
The detailed report will be submitted in the next month

*Polder is a low-lying tract of land enclosed by earthen embankments, constructed to protect
low-lying coastal areas from tidal floods and salinity intrusion in southern Bangladesh.
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The workshop on 13 October 2015, Batiaghat, Khulna Division

The Chief Guest, Upozela Chairman, Batiaghat, Khulna delivering the concluding remarks in the workshop on 13 October 2015.

The workshop on 15 October 2015, Amtoli, Barguna, Barishal Division

Upazila Nirbahi Officer, Amtoli, Barguna, Barishal Division delivering his welcome speech

